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Take Me To Europe Tours Podcast Ep. #17: Ancient Kourion UNESCO
World Heritage Site, Cyprus

1. Introduction (00:00)

Stephen Parker: Welcome to the Take Me to Europe podcast with your host, cultural
anthropologist Monique Skidmore.

Monique Skidmore: Hi, I'm Monique from Take Me To Europe Tours. Welcome to ancient Kourion
in Cyprus. The ruins of the ancient Kourion city are one of Cyprus's most impressive and largest
archaeological sites, and Kourion was one the most important city kingdoms in antiquity.

Perched on a hill overlooking Episkopi Bay in the Limassol district on the southwest coast of the
island, Kourion is 11 miles or 18 kilometres from Limassol, the second largest city in Cyprus.

2. The Archaeological Site of Ancient Kourion (01:49)

Monique Skidmore: The whole area around the ancient city of Kourion is full of Greek and
Roman ruins and has been inhabited since Neolithic times, making it at least 4,000 years old. It
became a prominent city-state in the 13th century BC when the Mycenaeans came to Cyprus
and established Curium (as it was originally called).

Kourion offered a strategic coastal location that Cyprus's various colonizers and conquerors
made into an essential hub for trade and commerce in the Eastern Mediterranean. So, for
instance, while you're exploring the ruins, you'll discover Hellenistic and Roman ruins and
artifacts influenced by Phoenicians and Persians, as well as early Christian architectural finds.

Unfortunately, this powerful kingdom was severely damaged by massive earthquakes in the
fourth century and then finally collapsed in the seventh century due to Arab raids.

It's a big site, so what should you see? In my opinion, the most interesting parts of the site are at
either end.

3. The Central Area of Ancient Kourion (03:09)

Monique Skidmore: The middle section of the archaeology zone contains the Roman Forum
with the Agora and Stoa, as well as the early Christian Basilica.

The ruins of the early Christian Basilica in Kourion are one of the most important Christian
monuments on the island. Established in the 5th century, they're also some of the oldest church
ruins in Cyprus.

The church had colourful mosaic floors, an atrium, and a baptistry. As part of the complex, there
was a harthex, a space for worshippers to place their offerings, a residence for the bishop, and a
courtyard.
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4. The House of the Gladiators and the House of Achilles (03:40)
Monique Skidmore: At the end of the site are two houses with spectacular mosaics.

The House of the Gladiators is a Roman villa dating back to the third century. Ilts name comes
from the gladiator mosaics decorating the central courtyard.

| think this is the most impressive part of the whole complex.

The villa is home to two fairly well-preserved floor mosaics depicting gladiators. One of the
mosaics features two gladiators named Hellenicos and Margaritos practicing with weapons,
and the other has gladiators being separated by a referee.

Due to the villa's flooring and wide space, it's believed that it was an elite private residence or a
public palestra since it was built around a central peristyle courtyard.

In the far northwestern part of the ancient city, the 4th century BC House of Achilles acted as
the reception hall or the residence for official guests like imperial and provincial delegates.

Also arranged around a central peristyle courtyard, the House of Achilles has mosaic
pavements, with the most important two depicting the scenes of Achilles' identity being
revealed to Odysseus in the court of King Lycomedes and of Thetis bathing Achilles for the first
time.

5. Conclusion (05:05)

Monique Skidmore: | hope you've enjoyed our brief visit to ancient Kurian in Cyprus. Sign up to
our newsletter to learn more about ancient Kurian and all of the other exciting destinations that
we visit at Take Me to Europe tours.



